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The Power of Love – Love Bonds                
 
It’s the festival of Pentecost (Weeks or Harvest First Fruits) 
 

 

    Jesus said here is your first assignment   wait!  Acts 1:3-5  

 

                                              Acts 1:8 
 

After their explosive church growth the first church was filled with 

strangers!  One of the first needs in the ministry was to figure out 

how to go from a crowd to a community.   

 

                   Acts 2:42   They devoted themselves to… 

 

                 4 things that Bind us Together:  
 

1.  The Apostles Teaching.   

 

 

Teaching:  You never reach the point where you don’t need input.   

 

 II Peter 3:18  

 

 

2.  Fellowship - koinoonía   Strong’s concordance:  from a root 

koinonos meaning partnership, i.e. (literally) participation  

 

         The new people added to the church got involved!  

 

 

 

 

3.  Sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper).   

 

   Sharing meals is just a great way to develop relationships.  

 

   Sharing meals together develops a sense of belonging.  

  

                             … Friends that care and friends that matter. 

 

4.  Prayer.   

 

   What should you pray about?  Everything!  Philippians 4:6-7  

 

           Do you believe God hears and answers prayer?   

 

 

Look at what happened when the first church devoted themselves to 

these four things:  Acts 2:43-45   

 

 

Acts 2:46  Church was kind of going on 24/7!   

 

Being a Christian is NOT a spectator sport – it’s a 

PARTICIPATION sport.   

 

Acts 2:47    Where does favor come from?  
 

 

Love Bonding Action:  

 

 I will participate with God and others this week by   

          

 
 

Next Week  Fall Series: The Power of Love 

11/29 - Love Transforms (Peace & Joy)   

 

 

 



2015 Year of Love- The Power of Love 
 

November’s Memory Verse: For the Spirit God gave us does 

not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline.  2 

Timothy 1:7 (NIV) 
 

Monday 11/23- Read Acts 2:42-47 

Question: What bonded the crowd that believed in Jesus to become a 

community of Christians?  

Truth: They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

Meditate: Acts 2:47 Praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 

people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 

being saved. 

Prayer:  Lord may I continually welcome strangers into our 

community of believers at Gateway.  

Action: All the believers were together and had everything in common. 

Vs. 44 

What is Jesus asking me to do: 

__________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday 11/24- Read Ephesians 4:1-5 

Question: How much effort should I put into being in unity with other 

believers?    

Truth:  
 
Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the 

bond of peace. Vs. 3 

 Meditate: Ephesians 4:2- Be completely humble and gentle; be 

patient, bearing with one another in love. 

Prayer:  Father God, help bond me with others through your love and 

Spirit. 

Action: Live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 

What God is asking me to do: 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday 11/25- Read John 17:20-26 

Question: 
  
What did Jesus pray for all believers to experience? 

Truth: “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will 

believe in me through their message, 
 
that all of them may be one. 

 Meditate: John 17:22-
 
I have given them the glory that you gave 

me, that they may be one as we are one— 

Prayer:  Father God may I be a recipient of Jesus’ prayer and be one 

with other believers. 

Action: By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 

you love one another.” John 13:35 

What is God asking me to do: 

__________________________________________________ 
 

Thursday 11/26- Read Hebrews 10:19-25 

Question: What can I do to encourage my brothers and sisters in 

Christ? 

Truth: 
 
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward 

love and good deeds.  Vs. 24
 

Meditate: Hebrews 10:25- not giving up meeting together, as some are 

in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more 

as you see the Day approaching. 

Prayer:  Lord, help me be encouraging to others.  

Action: 
 
Commit to joining a Spring Semester Life group even before 

this semester ends. 

What God is asking ME to do 

__________________________________________________ 

 

Friday 11/27- Read Galatians 6:1-10 

Question: How can I love and help others by being in a small group? 

Truth: Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the 

law of Christ. Vs. 2 

Meditate: Galatians 6:7- 
 
Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. 

A man reaps what he sows 

Prayer: Father God, help me learn to love you and love others better.  

Action: Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all 

people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.  Vs. 

10 

Who will I share God’s love with today:   

_________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



Life Group Outline- Love Bonds 

 

November’s Memory Verse – For the Spirit God gave us does 

not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline.   

2 Timothy 1:7 (NIV) 

 

Fellowship and Praises-  

Take 20-30minutes as a group to share how Loving God and 

loving others has blessed your life this last week.  

 

 

Bible verse memorization: Share the Sept. Romans 1:16; Oct. 

Ephesians 4:32 and Nov. memory verses with your group  

 

 

 

Bible Study Exercise:  Read Acts 2:42-47 

How can we help new people feel like they are part of the 

Gateway Community? 

 

 

 

 

 

How can we encourage people to move from being part of the 

crowd into becoming part of the community? 

 

 

 

Our Life groups break during the Holidays.  During this break, I 

can encourage _____________ to move from being part of the 

crowd into being a part of the community by joining this group 

next spring. 

 

 

Read 2 Peter 3:18- What is your strategy for continuing to grow 

in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ while our Life Group is on a break? 

 

 

Sharing a meal or a cup of tea can help create community.  Share 

how your attempts at learning other people’s stories by being 

hospitable have been going.   

 

 

 

The Power of Love- Love Bonds 

Read Philippians 4:6-7 in all the versions your group uses. 

How do these verses and November’s Memory verse work 

together to empower us to love others? 

 

 

Prayer Time- by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God. 

 

 

Going Deeper:  Read Acts 2:1-47  

  
Praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the 

Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

Real Application: Love bonds by sharing and caring for each 

other 


