
“I Want to Believe BUT…” 

“I want no Killjoy God” 

Randy Watson 1/14/18 
 

 

I don’t need a God cramping my freedom to do what I want when I 

want how I see it.  I don’t need any of your archaic rules.    

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

The Bad News about Religion: 

 

Religion Focuses On The External Rather than The Internal. 

 

               Matthew 23:25-26            Matthew 23:3-4  
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Good News about Jesus 

 

Romans 3:20-22 

 

1.  You cannot earn God’s acceptance by obeying the law.   

 

 

2. The Purpose of the Law is to show you need a savior.   

 
 
 

3.  Being Right with God comes by Faith in Christ alone.   
 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  God’s laws are not designed to make you miserable.  They are 

designed to help you experience life.   

 

              Love God – Love your neighbor as yourself!   
 

Until God is all you have, 

you’ll never realize God is all you need… 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Next Week:  A Goosebumps God  Ps. 88:13-14; John 6:30-31; Acts 17:26-27 

This week to help you grow - Find a Friend and Talk It Over  

 

• What struck you most in the sermon?    

 

 

• Did you grow up hearing about a lot of rules in church? How 

do you think this shaped your view of God?  

 

 

• Read Romans 3:20. What are some ways we expect people 

to follow the law to earn righteousness today?    

 

 

• Do you live more like your rule-following makes you close 

to God or like Jesus makes you close to God?  How does this 

play out for you?   

 

• What do you believe God wants to do this week?  

 

 

      Find a Bible Plan about overcoming doubt and discovering 

the true God: www.go2.lc/doubt 

 

 

http://www.go2.lc/doubt


I Want to Believe But… No Killjoy God 
 

January’s Memory Verse – Give all your worries and cares to 

God, for he cares about you. 1 Peter 5:7 NLT 
 

Monday 1/15- Read Matthew 23:1-36   

Question: Why it is so much more important to be clean on the 

inside than to make a show of being clean on the outside? 

Truth: “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you 

Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are so careful to clean the outside of 

the cup and the dish, but inside you are filthy—full of greed and self-

indulgence! 

Meditate: Matthew 23:28- Outwardly you look like righteous people, 

but inwardly your hearts are filled with hypocrisy and lawlessness. 
Prayer:  Lord, thank you that you have cleansed my heart with the 

sacrifice of Christ.  May my life be ruled by the peace of Christ.  

Action: Fulfill God’s law by loving others. 

Does my heart need to be changed today:  

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday 1/16- Read Romans 3:19-26 

Problem: For no one can ever be made right with God by doing what 

the law commands. The law simply shows us how sinful we are. 

Solution:  But now God has shown us a way to be made right with him 

without keeping the requirements of the law, as was promised in the 

writings of Moses and the prophets long ago.  We are made right with 

God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for everyone 

who believes, no matter who we are. Vs. 21-22 
Meditate: Romans 3:24- Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right 

in his sight. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the 

penalty for our sins. 

Prayer: Lord, my hope is in You.  Thank you for giving your life to 

make me right in God’s sight.  

Action: Find freedom is Christ. 

How can I show my gratitude for Jesus today:  

_________________________________________ 

 

 

Wednesday 1/17- Read Ephesians 2:1-10 

Question:  Can my Good Works save me? 

Truth:   Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so 

none of us can boast about it. 

Meditate: Ephesians 2:8-   God saved you by his grace when you 

believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. 

Prayer:  Lord I it is so freeing to know that I am saved FOR Good 

Works and NOT saved by Good Works. 

Action:   For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in 

Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. 

What God is telling me:   

_______________________________________ 

 

Thursday 1/18- Read Galatians 2:16-21 

Salvation: Yet we know that a person is made right with God by faith 

in Jesus Christ, not by obeying the law. And we have believed in Christ 

Jesus, so that we might be made right with God because of our faith in 

Christ, not because we have obeyed the law. For no one will ever be 

made right with God by obeying the law.” 

Meditate: Galatians 2:20- My old self has been crucified with Christ. 

It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. 

Prayer:  Lord my life is yours.  Following you I will find, peace, 

love, joy and hope. 

Action: So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, 

who loved me and gave himself for me. 

What God is telling me: 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Friday 1/19- Philippians 3:8-10 

Truth: For God’s way of making us right with himself depends on 

faith. 

Meditate: I want to know Christ and experience the mighty power 

that raised him from the dead.  

Prayer:  Lord I walk by faith.  May I be a blessing to others. 

Action: Demonstrate my love for God by loving others. 

Worship God and love others by:  

_______________________________________________ 

 



 


