
“I Want to Believe BUT…” 

Randy Watson 1/28/18 

 
 

… not in a Heartless God who doesn’t seem like He cares? 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

When God doesn’t Seem Fair - remember:  

 
1. God has a purpose in your pain.   1 Peter 1:6-7   

 

God doesn’t always cause the pain – But God can always use it!  

 
 

2. God is present in your pain.    Psalm 46:1  
 

 

2 Corinthians 12:9   
 
 

We pray:  God, this is what I need!  God: No, I’m what you need!  

 
Later in life Paul realized his thorn was actually a blessing.   

 
2 Corinthians 12:9-10  

 

    Many ask: Why do bad things happen to good people? 
 

                      Why do good things happen to bad people?  
 

 

Psalm 103:10-12 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Until God is all you have, you’ll never realize God is all you need 

 
Next:  Divine Direction: Power to become I Thes. 4:3; Prov. 16:2; Gal. 1:10; 

Col. 3:17   

 

To help you grow this week - Talk It Over with Your LifeGroup 

 

• What resonated with you most in the sermon?  

 

 

•  Have you ever asked God, “How could You let this happen?”   

What life events led to your question?  

 

 

•  Randy said, “God doesn't always cause the pain, but God can 

always use it.”   How have you seen this play out?  

 

 

•  Read 2 Corinthians 12:9-10. What difficulties can you begin to 

view from this Scripture's perspective?  

 

 

•  Pray for people you know who are hurting or going through some 

struggles.  

 

 

 

Monthly Memory verses listed with the Devotionals 

 



I Want to Believe But… Heartless God 
 

January’s Memory Verse – Give all your worries and cares to 

God, for he cares about you. 1 Peter 5:7 NLT 
 

Monday 1/29- Read Psalm 103:1-22   
The LORD is compassionate and merciful, slow to get angry and filled 

with unfailing love. Vs. 8 
Truth: For his unfailing love toward those who fear him is as great as 

the height of the heavens above the earth. Vs. 11 

Meditate: Psalm 103:12- He has removed our sins as far from us as 

the east is from the west. 

Prayer:  Let all that I am praise the LORD; with my whole heart, I will 

praise his holy name. Let all that I am praise the LORD; may I never 

forget the good things he does for me. He forgives all my sins 

Action: But the love of the LORD remains forever with those who fear 

him. 
What God is telling me:  

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday 1/30- Read 1 Peter 1:1-7 

Question: Why do I have to face so many trials in this life? 

Truth: There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must endure 

many trials for a little while.  These trials will show that your faith is 

genuine.  

Meditate: 1 Peter 1:9- The reward for trusting him will be the 

salvation of your souls. 

Prayer: Lord, my faith in you is strong because you have helped 

me through every trial I have faced.  

Action: Walk by faith. 

What trial do I need God’s help with today:  

_________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday 1/31- Read 1 Corinthians 1:3-7 

Question: What is God doing when I am dealing with the troubles 

of this world? 

Truth:   He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort 

others. When they are troubled, we will be able to give them the same  

comfort God has given us. Vs. 4 

Meditate: 1 Cor. 1:5-   For the more we suffer for Christ, the more 

God will shower us with his comfort through Christ. 

Prayer:  All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God 

is our merciful Father and the source of all comfort. 
Action:   Use the comfort God has given me to comfort others. 

Who will I help today:   

_______________________________________ 

 

Thursday 2/1- Read 2 Corinthians 12:8-10 

Paul’s Prayer: Three different times I begged the Lord to take it 

away. 

When God said no: So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, 

so that the power of Christ can work through me. 

Meditate: Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power 

works best in weakness.” 

Prayer:  Lord, may I stay humble, so your mighty power might work 

in and through me. 
Action: Rejoice in the Lord!  No matter what my Circumstances are. 

What God is telling me: 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Friday 2/2- Psalm 34:1-22 

Praise: I will praise the LORD at all times. I will constantly speak his 

praises. I will boast only in the LORD; let all who are helpless take 

heart. Come, let us tell of the LORD’s greatness; let us exalt his name 

together. 

Truth: Taste and see that the LORD is good. Oh, the joys of those who 

take refuge in him! Vs. 8 

Meditate: Psalm 34:19- The righteous person faces many troubles,  

but the LORD comes to the rescue each time. 

Prayer:  The LORD hears his people when they call to him for help. He 

rescues them from all their troubles. 
Action: The eyes of the LORD watch over those who do right; his ears 

are open to their cries for help. 

Worship God and love others by:  

_______________________________________________ 

February’s Memory Verse:  James 1:5 – write it out. 


