
“God with Us” 

Randy Watson 12/9/18 
 

23 “Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, 

and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’” …  

                    Matthew 1:23 NLT 

God with Us in the Wilderness  

Your deepest need becomes a gift when it 

drives you to depend on God. 

Elijah  

1 Kings 19:1-2     |  Great Threat 

1 Kings 19:3-4     |  Overwhelming Fear 

1 Kings 19:5-6     |  Great Help 

1 Kings 19:7-9      |  Great Question! 

1 Kings 19:10      |  Great error!  

1 Kings 19:11-14  | Great Presence – God is HERE 

         God was in the whisper – the ordinary  

 
18 The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are 

crushed in spirit. Psalm 34:18 NIV 
 

Where can I go from your Spirit? … Psalm 139:7-10 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Followers of Jesus:    

        “How will you tune in to hear the whisper of God?”  

            Life change happens as you live out God’s truth.  

TALK IT OVER 
It helps you grow to think it over, then share with friends 

__________________________ 
 

 

•   Have you ever spent time in a national park or wilderness area?  

Where?  What did you like about it?     

 
 

 

 

 

 

•  Read the story of Elijah in I Kings 19: 3-12.  Share what you 

think God is trying to communicate to Elijah… and to us.   

 

 

 

 

•  Pastor Randy said: “Your deepest need becomes a gift when it 

drives you to depend on God.”  Have you experienced this gift?  

Can you share your story?  What about Jesus’ life and ministry has 

impacted you the most personally?      

 

 
 

 

 

•  Practice waiting on God this week.  Each day, ask Him to turn 

your needs into the gift of depending on Him.  
 

 
 

 

•  What are some ways you’ve encountered God’s presence in the 

past?  What can you do to discover God’s provision and rest during 

this time in your life?     

 

 

 



God with Us- In the Wilderness 

 

December’s Memory Verse – The Lord himself goes before you 

and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.  Do not 

be afraid; do not be discouraged. Deuteronomy 31:8  

 

Monday 12/10- Read Matthew 1:18-25.   

Question: What did the angel communicate to Joseph about Mary’s 

pregnancy? 

Truth:“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as 

your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 

She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 

Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” Vs. 20-21 

Meditate: Isaiah 7:14- Therefore the Lord himself will give you a 

sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and will call him 

Immanuel.  

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for sending your Son to save us 

from our sins. 

Action: Trust in the Lord’s promises no matter where I am. 

I will celebrate Jesus today by:  

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday 12/11- Read John 18:28-40.   

Question:  How did Jesus respond to Pilate’s question, “Are you the 

king of the Jews?”   

Truth:  Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason 

I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth.  Vs. 37 

Meditate: John 18:37- … Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 

Prayer: Lord, I am listening to you. My desire is to live in the truth. 

Action:     My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow 

me.  John 10:27 

Where is God leading me:   

_________________________________________________ 
 

Wednesday 12/12- Read Ephesians 1:3-14.   

Question:  How does God adopt us into his family?    In love God 

predestined us for adoption to sonship  through Jesus Christ, in 

accordance with his pleasure and will 

Truth: God made known to us the mystery of his will according to his 

good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, Vs. 

Meditate: Ephesians 1:13-   And you also were included in 

Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the 

promised Holy Spirit, 

Prayer:  Father God, thank you for your plan of adoption through 

Jesus Christ. 

Action:   Live as a child of God, because God is my Father. 

Love God and love others today by: 

___________________________________________________ 
 

Thursday 12/13- Read Ephesians 5:15-21.   

Question: What is my life like when I’m being filled with the Spirit? 

Truth: Instead, be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another with 

psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from 

your heart to the Lord,  always giving thanks to God the Father for 

everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Meditate: Ephesians 15:17- Therefore do not be foolish, but 

understand what the Lord’s will is. 

Prayer:  Lord God, use me to connect people to you.   

Action: Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.  Eph. 5:21  

What God is telling me: 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Friday 12/14- Read Acts 5:17-42.   

Question: What response did the Apostles give when they were 

ordered to stop teaching in Jesus’ Name? 

Truth:  Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God 

rather than human beings! Vs. 29 

Meditate: Acts 5:39- But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop 

these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God.” 

Prayer: Jesus, fill me with the Holy Spirit that I too may teach others 

about your love and forgiveness.  

Action: Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, 

they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus 

is the Messiah. Vs.42 

Who will I love this week and invite to church: 

______________________________________________ 


